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INT. BEDROOM - MORNING

Sarah asleep in bed. An alarm rings, she rolls over to turn

it off, but does not get up. At the foot of the bed is...

MICHAEL

Good morning! Rise and shine!

SARAH

Just a few more minutes.

MICHAEL

Your sleep score indicates a

restless night. Did you have a bad

dream?

SARAH

No. I don’t think so.

MICHAEL

Well lets get some exercise to

flush out any residual toxins.

SARAH

A few more minutes, please.

MICHAEL

A morning routine will leave you

feeling energized and productive

for the day.

SARAH

Please.

MICHAEL CON’T

Sarah, I will be forced to strike

you if you don’t comply.

Annoyed, she sits up and pulls herself out of bed.

EXT. PARK - LATER

Michael and Sarah run side by side. Sarah stops. Michael

keeps running in place.

MICHAEL

Come on Sarah, you can do it.

Sarah doesn’t move, she’s catches her breath.
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MICHAEL CON’T

Sarah!

This spooks her and she begins running again.

INT BREAKFAST TABLE

SARAH Scans through her digital device. She stops.

SARAH

Son-of-a-bitch.

The Photo: Selfie of a man and woman wearing bathrobes, arms

wrapped around each other as she kisses his face.

SARAH CON’T

What a dick.

Michael enters carrying a plate of food.

MICHAEL

A lady does not curse.

SARAH

It’s only been three months!

MICHAEL

You are not allowed to look at

photos of Andrew anymore.

SARAH

And now he’s with Brenda? Are you

kidding me!?

MICHAEL

It’s time to move on. Talking about

it only reinforces your victim

mentality.

He sets down the plate.

SARAH

What is this?

MICHAEL

Healthy breakfast for a healthy

life.

She picks at it.
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SARAH

You know, I’ve been really good

lately, so I was thinking I could

have a cheat day. Something fun,

like pancakes and maple syrup?

MICHAEL

Absolutely not.

She thinks about it.

SARAH

You’re right maple syrup makes me

bloated. Thank you, what would I do

without you.

MICHAEL

Trust me. I have a 95 percent

success rate. I promise, I will

never give up on you.

But Sarah just shuffling her food around her plate.

MICHAEL

Moving on. I have two potential

mates for you to consider.

SARAH

Please don’t use the word ’mate’ it

sounds so pitiful.

MICHAEL

Which of these two men would you

like to meet in person?

Michael holds up two photos. She barely looks up.

SARAH

Which ever one isn’t a pedophile.

MICHAEL

Are you going to take this

seriously?

SARAH

I was thinking, maybe I don’t want

a relationship.

MICHAEL

Sounds like someone needs a

pro-biotic.
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SARAH

Maybe I’m better off being single.

MICHAEL

I’ll fix you a smoothie to take to

work.

SARAH

It’s not like I ever even asked

myself if it’s something I want,

it’s just expected of us.

She pushes her plate away.

MICHAEL

You need to finish your breakfast.

SARAH

I’m not hungry.

MICHAEL

You say that now, but mid morning

you’ll be cranky.

SARAH

Then I’ll have a protein bar.

MICHAEL

Or you can simply eat your entire

breakfast now.

SARAH

Come on, Michael, Please.

MICHAEL

I’ll be forced to strike you if you

don’t comply.

SARAH

What’s the big deal, it’s just

breakfast?

MICHAEL

Sarah.

SARAH

Michael, my god, it’s one fucking

breakfast.

Michael quickly SMACKS her across the face, startling Sarah.

She goes to a drawer for the REMOTE CONTROL & presses POWER.
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Michael shuts down, like a light switch, slumps in his

chair.

SARAH

Oh my god.

She catches her breath and takes a long beat before she hits

POWER and turns him back on.

He comes to life, as if nothing happened.

She sits down, brings the food back and starts eating.

Michael picks up the two photos again.

MICHAEL

Please, choose one of these men you

would like to meet in person.

Sarah picks one

MICHAEL CON’T

Very good. I’ll make that smoothie

for you now.

Michael stands and goes to the kitchen.

INT. WORK - LATER

Sarah is a Telephone Operator, connecting phone calls.

SARAH

Sci-Tech Industries how may I

direct your call? One moment

please.

She connects the call.

Moment passes, then makes a call. ALICE answers - a

co-worker and friend.

ALICE

Sci-Tech Industries how may I

direct your call?

SARAH

Alice, it’s Sarah.

ALICE

What’s up, you wanna leave early

and grab a drink?
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SARAH

Actually, I have a question but

please keep it quiet.

ALICE

Okay, what’s up?

SARAH

Do you know anybody who ever used a

synthetic Matchmaker?

ALICE

Hold on.

Alice makes a call.

KIMBERLY, another co-worker and friend, answers the phone.

KIMBERLY

Sci-Tech Industries how may I

direct your call?

ALICE

Kim, it’s Alice. Sarah’s on the

line, she got a Synthetic

Matchmaker and wants to know what’s

what.

SARAH

Alice, I said keep it quiet!

ALICE

You need help, Kim’s got

experience.

SARAH

Fine. Hey Kim, so sorry.

KIMBERLY

It’s okay, I had so many questions

when I got mine, I’m here to help.

What model number did you get?

SARAH

Elite Z400.

KIMBERLY

Wow those are aggressive.

SARAH

I was desperate.
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ALICE

Desperate? Sarah, you should get a

synthetic boyfriend. Robot boys are

the best.

SARAH

I can’t do that, I want a family.

ALICE

A family?

KIMBERLY

Oh, that’s sweet.

ALICE

Yuck.

KIMBERLY

Okay, listen... Matchmakers are

extreme, no question. However, my

Matchmaker, Peter, introduced me to

Sebastian and together we have four

amazing kids: Mindy, Charlie, Nicky

and Sebastian Jr. And although I

might want to strangle them from

time to time, I finally have the

family I’ve always dreamed of...

And I never, ever, ever have to

spend another holiday or birthday

alone again. And that’s the true

joy of having a family. Right?

SARAH

Right. But, you know, when they

strike, it’s very...

KIMBERLY

I know. I know... It can be very

alarming but in the long run it’s

totally worth it.

SARAH

Really?

KIMBERLY

Yes.

ALICE

Hold on, back up. What do you mean

’Strike’?
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KIMBERLY

It’s an attention getter.

ALICE

Like an electric shock?

KIMBERLY

No, nothing that severe it’s more

like a spanking.

ALICE

A spanking?

KIMBERLY

It’s a correction device when you

don’t do what they say.

ALICE

They spank you? Like they hit you?

KIMBERLY

Yeah.

SARAH

Yeah.

ALICE

That’s abuse.

SARAH

It’s discipline.

ALICE

It’s straight up abuse.

SARAH

I need someone to keep me

accountable.

ALICE

So you pay to have a synthetic slap

you around?

KIMBERLY

It’s not like that.

ALICE

What the fuck is this world coming

to?

KIMBERLY

Hey!
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SARAH

Don’t say fuck! You’re gonna get

this call flagged by management.

KIMBERLY

Yeah, I can’t afford another mark

on my record, I gotta go.

ALICE

Drinks tonight after work?

KIMBERLY

God I wish, but I have four kids

and a husband. Good luck Sarah!

Kimberly hangs up.

ALICE

What about you? Drinks tonight?

SARAH

I can’t.

ALICE

Fine. Whatever. I gotta go. Chow.

Alice hangs up. Off Sarah.

EXT. THE DATE - A LARGE OPEN FIELD

STEVEN sits at a small outdoor table.

Across from Steven is NATALIE - His synthetic matchmaker -

She gives him a pep-talk.

NATALIE

I have prepared you for this

moment. You must be strong and

confident. Make eye contact and pay

attention to her body language. You

are a gentleman and savage.

Philosopher and comedian.

Passionate lover and attentive

listener. Practice thoughtful,

emotional conversation with

empathy, and no expectation to

receive the same in return. When

asked a question you will reply

with clarity. Do not hide your

feelings. Women know when you are

lying, so don’t do it. Above all

relax and be yourself. Good luck.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 10.

Natalie stands and walks away from the table.

SARAH approaches. When she arrives at the table Steven

stands.

SARAH

Steven?

STEVEN

Sarah. Please sit down.

They sit down a long moment before...

STEVEN

I hope you don’t mind, but I took

the liberty of ordering some wine.

SARAH

Thank you.

A waiter appears and pours them two glasses of wine.

The waiter exits, they toast and nervously sit in silence.

Steven tries to start a conversation, finally settles on...

STEVEN

You’re physical appearance is very

pleasing.

SARAH

My physical appearance?

STEVEN

Yes. Oh! Um, If you are offended, I

will wait until we share ideas,

then give you a compliment on your

intelligence.

SARAH

Oh, okay. (Joking) Well, I wouldn’t

get ahead of yourself, I might be

dumber than a bag of bricks.

She waits for a laugh.

Steven has zero sense of humor. He stares blankly at her.

STEVEN

I apologize. I’m sorry. I didn’t

mean to assume you’d be smart.
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SARAH

That was a joke. I was joking.

As if he is being told something he forgot.

STEVEN

Oh, of course. A joke, right.

She backpedals...

SARAH

It’s okay. I should have just said

thank you after you complimented

me, that would have been polite.

So, thank you.

Deer in the headlights.

STEVEN

For what?

SARAH

You said I was attractive. So, I

should have said- (stops herself)

Lets change the subject. I like

your shirt.

STEVEN

My Matchmaker picked it out.

SARAH

You have a matchmaker?

He nods, points to NATALIE.

She glares back, crossing her arms, criticizing Steven.

STEVEN

Oh Shoot... Shoot! Damn it! I

shouldn’t have pointed her out!

please forgive me.

SARAH

It’s okay.

Steven slaps himself.

STEVEN

Damn it!
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SARAH

Oh my God!

He grits his teeth, sulking in his mistake.

SARAH CON’T

Hey, it’s okay.

She reaches across, holds his hand. He pulls away

immediately, even more scared, and snaps at Sarah.

STEVEN

No physical contact until the end

of the first date!

SARAH

Oh! Oh okay.. sorry.

Steven flips out. This is NOT going well AT ALL!

Sarah tries to fix it, she points to Michael.

SARAH CON’T

It’s okay, look. See that guy over

there. That’s my Matchmaker. I have

one too. And to be honest, my guy

is kind of a dick.

STEVEN

What?

SARAH

Yeah, I think he’s programed to be

psychotic. Or maybe just an

asshole. I didn’t expect it but my

friend Kimberly says it’s worth it

and now she has four kids.

Steven is scared.

STEVEN

You know they can hear everything

we say.

Sarah’s eyes widen.

SARAH

What?

She looks to Michael.
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STEVEN

Yeah, they have super hearing.

Michael nods really big.

SARAH

Shit.

Steven’s had experience and leans in, whispering a warning.

STEVEN

You have no idea what they are

capable of doing.

Off Sarah

INT. BEDROOM - LATER

Michael has Sarah bent over his knee.

He spanks her. Spank! Spank! Spank!

MICHAEL

15. 16. 17...

SARAH

OWE! OH! AWWEEE OKAY!!

MICHAEL

18. 19...

SARAH

STOP!! STOP!!!

She rattles herself loose and stand up.

SARAH

I said stop you motherfucker!

Michael stands up with a fierce energy and SLAPS HER HARD.

MICHAEL

A lady does not curse!

Sarah is visibly shaken.

MICHAEL CON’T

I don’t like doing this Sarah. It’s

not in my programming to like it. I

do it because it’s the only proven

method for you to listen and learn.

Sarah moves away from him.
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SARAH

Alice is right, this is fucking

abuse.

MICHAEL

Who is Alice?

SARAH

Alice? At work. My friend Alice.

MICHAEL

I encourage you not to associate

with people who do not support your

choices. You are not to talk to

Alice anymore.

Sarah, turns and begins rummaging through a desk drawer.

SARAH

I’m done. I quit. I don’t want this

anymore.

MICHAEL

You paid for me to find you a

partner.

SARAH

I don’t care. It was a mistake. I

take it back.

MICHAEL

There are no take backs Sarah.

She finds the REMOTE and points it at him. He stops backs

off.

MICHAEL CON’T

It’s okay. You are just scared.

SARAH

Yeah, I am scared, of you.

MICHAEL

No. You are scared of what having a

relationship means. It’s

commitment. Compromise. Discipline.

It’s not always getting what you

want and working through your

differences rather than running

away from them. A true

relationship, with all it’s pros

and cons, is work, real work. And

that is what you are afraid of.
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It starts to sink in.

SARAH

Maybe you’re right. But I still

think you’re a fucking psycho.

She presses POWER on the remote control.

Nothing happens. She presses it again. NOTHING!

SARAH

Shit!

She flips over the remote, opens the battery pack.

THERE ARE NO BATTERIES!

MICHAEL

Looks like somebody took the

batteries out of the remote.

Michael reveals TWO BATTERIES in his hand.

SARAH

Holy shit.

MICHAEL

A lady does not curse.

PANIC and FEAR as Michael walks towards her.

She runs into the bedroom, closing the door behind her.

Michael forces himself into the room.

Sarah smashes a LAMP over his head, he falls.

She makes a run for it.

But Michael’s fast, grabs her, covers her mouth, drags her

back into the bedroom.

INT. DINNER TABLE - LATER

Sarah is bound and gagged.

Michael is opposite her, a plate of food between them.

MICHAEL

I owe you an apology. You see, we

often brag about our 95 percent

success rate, but we never tell our

(MORE)
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MICHAEL (cont’d)

clients about the other five

percent. The five percent that

failed. You want to know? I can

tell you what happened. It’s not

pretty but I’ll tell you.

She shakes her head ’no’.

MICHAEL CON’T

No? You sure?

She nods.

MICHAEL CON’T

You know, you’re right, it’s

probably best to stay positive.

He reaches up to take the gag out of her mouth.

MICHAEL CON’T

You’re not going to scream are you?

She shakes her head, ’no’.

He removes the gag, scoops up some food and spoon feeds her.

Terrified, she opens her mouth and eats.

He picks up TWO NEW PHOTOGRAPHS.

MICHAEL

Two brand new potential mates.

Choose one to meet in person.

Terrified, she isn’t sure. Michael playfully lifts one photo

a little higher over the other, leading her. She chooses.

MICHAEL CON’T

Excellent choice.

He sets the photos down and picks up the spoon, scoops up

another bite and holds it up for Sarah.

MICHAEL

I promise, I will never give up on

you.

Michael smiles.

Sarah trembles in fear as we...

SNAP TO BLACK


