


INT. SWIMMING POOL

LORA - swims underwater.

There is a calm, cool, serenity surrounding her.

However, she is running out of air.

She quickly rises to the surface as she...

INT. CLEAN ROOM - THE STATE

... comes out of a simulation, gasping for air.

She takes off a Visual Simulation Headset and sits up, still
feeling the affects from being underwater.

Her assistant, SARA (30s) approaches.

SARA
How’d it go?

Catching her breath.

LORA
Good.

SARA
You know, you can re-program it to
breathe underwater.

LORA
That would defeat the purpose.

Sara takes the VR headset and places it on the table behind
her. Then picks up a small black box.

SARA CON’T
This came for you while you were
under.

Sara hands it to Lora.
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INT. THE STATE - WAITING ROOM

Lora holding the black box.

She opens it.

Inside is a glass bottle filled with a red liquid.

The bottle reads "HAPPY BIRTHDAY"

MICHELLE (mid 20s) enters.

MICHELLE
Lora?

Lora stands.

LORA
Michelle? Nice to meet you.

MICHELLE
You too.

Michelle takes a moment to look around, and catch her
breathe.

Lora looks her over.

MICHELLE CON’T
Sorry I’m late. I got lost, still
getting used to the area.

LORA
It’s okay. Let me show you around.

INT. THE STATE - CLEAN ROOM

Lora, Michelle and Sara stand over a MAN’s body on an
operating table. We see the last few moments of him crossing
over.

A peaceful moment and a prayer.

LORA
"The old order has passed away:
welcome to paradise"

Once they recognize the man has passed, they switch to a
their usual routine.

Sara begins teaching Michelle.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

SARA
After we upload a citizen’s
consciousness to the system, we
have to prepare the body for
immediate incineration.

Michelle nods, following along, learning.

SARA CON’T
Right behind you, you’ll find a
personal reclamation box. Please
pick that up.

MICHELLE
Oh, Okay.. right now?

LORA
Yes, of course, no time like the
present.

Michelle turns, takes off her coat, picks up the box.

LORA CON’T
I’ll help you today, but tomorrow
it will be only you and Sara.

Sara and Michelle share a polite look and understanding.

MICHELLE
So what happened, you get
transferred?

Lora shakes her head "no", she explains.

LORA
Tomorrow’s my Forty.

MICHELLE
It is? Congratulations!

Lora half smiles.

MICHELLE CON’T
You excited?

Lora shrugs.

LORA
Uh, yeah.. I.. I guess so.

MICHELLE
(figuring it out)

Oh I’m sorry if you haven’t
decided, I just assume these days

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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MICHELLE (cont’d)
everybody uploads when they turn
40. You don’t wanna do it?

LORA
No, I do, it’s just more
complicated than that.

MICHELLE
Is it cause you work here? Do you
know something? Is it not real?

LORA
No, it’s all very real. Everybody
who turns 40 and uploads their
consciousness, lives inside the
system.

Michelle nods... secure in that response. Then she goes back
to her excitement.

MICHELLE
Well in that case, I’ll be excited
for you... cause the choice to live
forever or die in some old
shriveled up body? Not even a
debate for me.

SARA
Some people prefer to grow old and
die.

MICHELLE
Crazy people.

Michelle catches herself, didn’t mean to insult anyone.

MICHELLE CON’T
I’m sorry, I just speak my mind
sometimes.

LORA
It’s okay.

Sara isn’t so sure if it’s okay.

MICHELLE CON’T
Maybe it’s a generation thing.
Everybody my age wants to upload,
but there are these old people who
sit outside my building, wasting
away, complaining about their body
falling apart.

(CONTINUED)
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LORA
How old are they?

MICHELLE
(exaggerating)

A million years.

Michelle laughs at her joke, but doesn’t miss a beat...

MICHELLE CON’T
But you can’t upload me fast
enough. Goodbye reality, hello
paradise.

LORA
How old are you?

MICHELLE
Twenty Six. Can you believe they
make us wait till forty?

LORA
Still need people to work.

MICHELLE
You have kids?

Shakes her head ’no’.

LORA
I can’t.

MICHELLE
You married?

LORA
Yes. He already crossed over.

MICHELLE
You been faithful? No judgment, I’m
not one of those. I figure, use it
before you lose it.

Lora coyly smiles, looks at Sara, they share a smile.

LORA
There’s someone in my life.

MICHELLE
Yeah? Good for you.

Lora coyly smiles at Sara. Michelle glances towards Sara...
maybe gets it.. ?
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INT. BEDROOM - LATER

Close on LORA - Putting on her shirt.

Lora leans out of frame to reveal SARA behind her.

Sara leans toward Lora, playful yet serious, kisses her
shoulder, then her hand gently on Lora’s face, kissing her,
trying to bring her back to the present moment.

Lora gives her a moment, but then back to her thoughts.

SARA
You okay?

She nods affirming. Although Sara can tell she’s distant.

Sara finds a glass of water on the bedside table and drinks,
handing it to Lora.

LORA
Thank you.

"RING"

Lora looks to Sara.

"RING"

Sara takes a cue and gets out of bed.

SARA
I’ll get some more water.

"RING"

Sara leave the room to give Lora privacy.

A YELLOW LIGHT illuminates from a computer built in the
wall.

ROBERT (mid 40s) Lora’s husband, on the other end of the
call. We only hear his voice, represented by the YELLOW
light.

ROBERT (VO)
Happy Birthday!

There is a barrage of many other voices on the other end of
the call..

(CONTINUED)
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BIRTHDAY PARTY
(overlapping)

Happy Birthday!!!

It’s a riotous celebration.

ROBERT
You mom, dad, everybody’s here.
They look forward to seeing you
tomorrow. Oh, and uh, they also
arranged a party for when you get
here.

LORA
(not thrilled)

What? uhhhh.. really? Okay.

ROBERT
I’m sorry, but what are you gonna
do, they’re excited.

How are you, what did you do today?

She looks at Sara, embarrassed.

LORA
I worked.

ROBERT
How’s the swimming pool coming
along?

LORA
I just finished designing it today.
Should be ready by the time I get
there.

ROBERT
I look forward to taking a swim
with you.

She takes a deep breath, likes that idea.

LORA
It’s good to hear your voice.

ROBERT (VO)
What time is your appointment?

LORA
Uhh.. Well, I don’t have one.

Beat.

(CONTINUED)
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ROBERT (VO)
What’s the matter?

LORA
Nothing.

Long Beat.
I don’t need to make an
appointment, you know, I work at
the institute, I’m special, I can
just show up.

ROBERT (VO)
Sweetheart, we’ve been married too
long and I know you too well not to
recognize when you’re having second
thoughts. Let me assure you, it’s
wonderful over here. Everything you
imagine it will be.

LORA
(wavering)

Yeah, I know.

ROBERT
And, not to mention, I’m over here,
that’s gotta count for something.
Right?

Lora seems to brighten up a bit.

ROBERT CON’T
I know you’ll make the right
decision. I love you.

LORA
I love you too.

ROBERT
Say goodbye!

BIRTHDAY PARTY
Goodbye-- See you soon-- !!!

She turns off the YELLOW LIGHT.

Sara comes back into the room.

SARA CON’T
It would be perfectly okay with me
if you changed your mind.

Lora smiles.

(CONTINUED)
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LORA
You really don’t want to upload do
you?

Sara considers her answer. Then with confidence...

SARA
No.

LORA
Well, in a couple years maybe
you’ll change your mind.

SARA
Couple years? I still have three.
1, 2, 3. Three years, thank you
very much.

They share a moment. Then it turns from playful to serious.

LORA
Why don’t you want to do it?

Sara tries to keep it light. "Come on..."

SARA
You already know why.

LORA
Not the bullshit reason you tell
everybody else but the real reason.

SARA
It’s not bullshit. I don’t want to
just live forever, I want to live
to be alive.

LORA
What does that even mean?

SARA
It means, that without a fear of
death we have no reverence for
life.

LORA
You sound like a fortune cookie.

Sara shrugs, ’maybe I do.. but.."

SARA
Life is a finite amount of time, to
accept that, without fear, gives us
purpose.

(CONTINUED)
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Lora has heard this before.

LORA
Life is not motivated by death.

SARA
Of course it is. That feeling that
time is running out? That urgency,
it drives you, it forces you to do
something special with your life.

LORA
So everybody who lives inside the
system doesn’t have purpose?

She shakes her head.. "I don’t know, maybe’

To explain, she holds Lora’s hand to indicate the physical
world.

SARA
I just prefer this life. We are
physical. In there it’s not
reality. It’s fake. Electricity and
optics. For me it doesn’t matter
how long you live, if you can’t
truly experience it.

LORA
Well, maybe you’ll change your mind
when you turn 40 and have to
decided for yourself.

SARA
I doubt it.

LORA
You don’t know what you’re talking
about.

SARA
What’s that supposed to mean?

LORA
I don’t have time to think about it
anymore. My time is up, I have to
decide now. I can’t sit back and
philosophize about the humanity of
it all. Everybody I know is in
there. Everybody. That, to me, is
real.

(CONTINUED)
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SARA
Everybody?

LORA
I love Robert. I love my parents.
My family. And I love you. And
frankly I don’t think it’s a
decision between one or the other.
I mean, does it really matter if
you have purpose in this life, if
you don’t have anybody you love to
share it with?

Sara is silent.

Lora takes a breath.

LORA
I’m sorry.

SARA
No. You don’t ever have to say
sorry to me.

The moment is met with the gravity of Lora leaving Sara.

SARA CON’T
I don’t want to say goodbye.

LORA
Then don’t.

They share a moment

INT. CLEAN ROOM - THE STATE - SOMETIME LATER

Lora lays on the hospitable bed.

MICHELLE hovers over her.

After a moment Sara enters the frame...

They share a long moment... neither one says goodbye.

Michelle hands Sara the syringe...

With a simple nod, Lora indicates she is ready to go.

Sara pushes the syringe and injects the fluid.

Beat.

Lora starts to fade away...

(CONTINUED)
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MICHELLE
So... what’s the first thing
you’re gonna do when you get there?

On Lora for a long moment.

INT. SWIMMING POOL

Lora swims underwater.

There is a calm, cool, feeling rolling over her.

A body of a man swims past her... ROBERT.

She playfully smiles at him.

She holds her breath as long as she can.

Closes her eyes.

Black Out


